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GROWING UP IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AT A TIME WHEN ROLLING HILLS OF CITRUS

GROVES WENT ON FOREVER UNDER CLEAR SKIES, WEST MOVED TO NEW MEXICO

TO RECAPTURE THAT UNFETTERED SENSE OF POSSIBILITY WITHIN AN UNCLUTTERED
LANDSC,APE. IF POETRY IS THE DISTILL,ATION OF WORDS AND EMOTIONS, THEN WEST'S

NE\M WORK IS POETRY IN PAINT. HE DISPLAYS A SELDOM SEEN MASTERY OF THE CANVAS
-=4N+N@TONLY PAINTS \MHAT HE S.EES-HE PAINTS WHAT H€ FEELS. EACH SCENE CONTAII.+S

A HOLY SENSE OF MAJESTIC HANDIWORK PLAYED OUT IN SOFTLY CURVING FOOTHILLS,

GLITTERING WATERWAYS, AND THRUSTING RED MESAS, ALL BENEATH A GRE,AT BOV/L OF
A SKY FILLED WITH CLOUD FORMATIONS RARELY GLIMPSED ELSEWHERE. WEST FINDS 'ART

IS A VEHICLE FOR PERSONAL GROWTH AND CHALLENGE,"  ,AND FEELS MOST GROUNDED
OUTDOORS SEEKING NEW CATALYSTS: "THE SOUTHWEST lS MY RICH PALETTE FOR CREATIVE
INSPIRATION .  .  .  I  LOVE THAT THE LAND HERE IS EXPOSED AND WIDE OPEN TO LONG.

DISTANCE HORIZONS."

THROUGH A COMBIN,ATION OF GESTURAL, PAINTERLY BRUSHSTROKES AND PAINSTAKING

DETAIL,  WEST SKILLFULLY USES THE INTERPLAY OF LIGHT AND SHADO\M TO PORTRAY A

STRONG SPIRITUAL SENSE OF PLACE. REIMAGINED ARRANGEMENTS OF COMPOSITIONAL
ELEMENTS TRANSLATE THE ESSENCE OF EACH PAINTING INTO A DRAMATIC RETELLING OF

HISTORY AN D GEOLOGY. I MAGES OF PO\MERFU L SQUALL LI NES RUMBLI NG ACROSS TH E FLAT

WESTERN LANDSCAPE, GIGANTIC CLOUD FORMATIONS HAMMERHEADED BY UNIMPEDED

WINDS, AND VAST, PEACEFUL OPEN SPACES WITH LONG SHADOWS FALLING AWAY FROM

THE SETTING SUN OFFER AN UNOBSTRUCTED PILOT'S EYE VIE\M THAT IS UNDUPLICATED IN

THE ART \MORLD. IT 'S NO \MONDER COLLECTORS CLAMOR FOR MORE!

DOUG WEST'S \MORKS HAVE \MON N U M EROUS AWARDS, BEEN CELEBRATED I N A M U LTITU DE

OF PUBLICATIONS, AND BEEN EXHIBITED EXTENSIVELY NATIONALLYAND INTERNATIONALLY.

THEY ARE HELD IN PUBLIC AND PRIVATE COLLECTIONS, INCLUDING VENUES AS DIVERSE AS

THE NEW MEXICO MUSEUM OF FINE ART IN SANTA FE A,ND THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION

IN WASHINGTON, DC.
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